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Major achievements

In 2022 the LWP was able to improve their performance in the most important field
of CART therapy. Two projects – TransCART (CART and allo SCT in 3L treatment of
LBCL) and CART in r/r LBCL with CNS involvement were selected by the GOCART
coalition for funding as high priority projects. The TransCART project showed first
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results. IPI at time of cell therapy was established as important prognostic tool. CART
therapy is especially effective in patients with r/r LBCL and limited adverse
prognostic factors. In high-risk r/r LBCl is still a mostly unmet medical need as the
relapse incidence (RI) of CART is high (> 60%). Due to its high anti-lymphoma
activity but high toxicity allogeneic SCT remains a valuable therapeutic modality e.g.
after CART failure. An analysis of the results of allogeneic SCT in DLBCL over time
confirmed the high anti-lymphoma activity of allogeneic SCT with a 3-years
cumulative RI of 39% in all risk groups. PFS and OS improved significantly over time
with a 3-years PFS of 36% and OS of 44 % in the last cohort (2015-2019) analysed.

In trying to place CART results appropriately at international congresses (and
probably later in leading journals) it became obvious, that retrospective analysis
generally have difficulties to compete with any kind of prospective data. Only first
analysis in an attractive field may be successful and EBMT has difficulties to
compete with national registries in terms of timely production of scientific results.
One potential way to solve these problems is collaboration with the pharmaceutical
industry and involvement in prospective studies or working with results of
prospective studies. One example of such a collaboration is a project that compares
the results of CART treatment in r/ mantle cell lymphoma obtained in a clinical study
(ZUMA-2) with results of allogeneic SCT as registered by the EBMT.

Another group of studies focusses on Hodgkin's lymphoma and the embedding of
cellular therapy onto complex treatment algorithms with other modern non-cellular
therapies. A joint EBMT / CIBMTR analysis showed that prior use of checkpoint
inhibitors significantly improves the results of subsequent allogeneic SCT
substantially and may establish a new stand of care for advanced r/r HL. Ongoing
projects focus on the role of CPI and Brentuximab vedotin prior and after autologous
SCT.

In fields in which the success of new agents is missing, analysis of classical
allogeneic and autologous SCT remains of major importance for clinical decision-
making. One of these fields is treatment of T cell lymphoma. We started a couple of
analysis on the role of allogeneic and autologous SCT in T-NHL and other rare
diseases. With the largest cohort of patients analysed so far we could show that
allogeneic stem cell transplantation is of high efficacy and curative potential in
treatment of r/r NK/T cell lymphoma with a long term PFS of around 50%.



Principal research studies
Allogeneic Stem Cell TransplantationIn NK/ T-cell lymphoma
Study type
Retrospective Studies
Diseases
 
Group
Lymphoma Working Party (LWP)
Type of treatment
Allogeneic
Principal investigator
Norbert Schmitz
Efficacy and toxicity of CAR T cell therapy in patients with primary and secondary
central nervous system lymphoma
Study type
Retrospective Studies
Diseases
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma (NHL)
Group
GoCART Coalition
Lymphoma Working Party (LWP)
Type of treatment
CAR T
Principal investigator
Anna Ossami Saidy
Trends in Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation for Patients with Diffuse Large B-
Cell Lymphoma. A Retrospective Analysis of the Lymphoma WP of the EBMT
Study type
Retrospective Studies
Diseases
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma (NHL)
Group
Lymphoma Working Party (LWP)
Type of treatment
Allogeneic
Autologous
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Principal investigator
Norbert Schmitz, Anna Sureda

Key publications
2022
The outcome of patients with Hodgkin lymphoma and early relapse after autologous
stem cell transplant has improved in recent years
Group
Lymphoma Working Party (LWP)
1st listed author
Ali Bazarbachi
Journal
Leukemia.
2022
Retrospective analysis of hematopoietic cell transplantation for blastic plasmacytoid
dendritic cell neoplasm: conditioning intensity matters
Group
Lymphoma Working Party (LWP)
1st listed author
Peter-Martin Bruch
Journal
Leukemia.
2022
Haploidentical versus matched unrelated donor transplants using post-transplant
cyclophosphamide for lymphomas
Group
Lymphoma Working Party (LWP)
1st listed author
Alberto Mussetti
Journal
Transplant Cell Ther.
See the full list of the LWP 2022 publications
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  2019 2020 2021 2022
Oral presentations 7 1 1 2

Poster presentations 4 0 0 3
Educational events 1 1 1 1

Major educational events
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Event

Virtual 48th Annual Meeting of the EBMT

Mar 19, 2022 - Mar 23, 2022 / Online
Discover more

 

Event
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Lymphoma Working Party Educational Course

Oct 19, 2022 - Oct 21, 2022 / Virtual Meeting
Discover more
VISIT THE LWP WEBPAGE
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